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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES — ANNUAL REPORT 
Point of Order — Tabling of Papers 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Standing order 14 sets out the formal business that is to be conducted at the start of each 
sitting day, and standing order 14(2) states — 

At the completion of formal business and subject to Standing Order 15, the Council shall proceed to 
orders of the day as set down on the Business Program. 

That is what you are endeavouring to have us do, Madam President. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, I would if you were not on your feet.  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: However, I note that under standing order 14(1), only one opportunity is available every 
day for the tabling of papers. Madam President, you will see that at standing order 14(1)(g), which refers to the 
presentation of papers for tabling. 

Standing order 4, “Authority of the President”, states — 

(1) Order shall be maintained in the Council by the President. 

When we were last sitting, the government tabled various documents, but one in particular signed by 
Hon Simone McGurk, MLA, the Minister for Child Protection. This particular document that was tabled in this 
place set out that the minister was unable to table the annual report for the Department of Communities, as required 
by the Financial Management Act 2006, and informed the house that this would be done on 9 October 2018. Unless 
I am gravely mistaken, today is 9 October 2018 and the one opportunity to table the report as set out in the standing 
orders has just passed. 

Madam President, it is your responsibility, according to the standing orders, to ensure that order is maintained. It 
strikes me that if the government wants to table documents, as it told us it would do when we last sat, and it will 
no longer do it or is no longer able to do it, or if it wishes to treat our standing orders and our program with disdain 
and simply say, “We will just table it later when we feel like it”, I do not think that order is being maintained. 
I think that the government is not only breaching the law of Western Australia by failing to table the Department 
of Communities’ annual report, but is also, arguably, misleading the house with the tabling of those documents. 
The reason this is particularly important and the reason I am emphasising these points—the Leader of the House 
may find the matter trivial—is that — 

Hon Sue Ellery: It is 9 October until we finish sitting. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Tomorrow is the last time that members can lodge questions prior to the annual report 
hearings of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations that will take place. How can I ask any 
questions of the Department of Communities if I do not even have the annual report to read and prepare the 
questions? 

Madam President, I ask you to consider this matter and rule on whether order is being maintained given the conduct 
of the government at this time. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Hon Nick Goiran. You are right; it is my job to maintain order in this house. I have 
listened to what you have had to say. On this occasion, I do not think there is a point of order. I refer you to standing 
order 20, “Presentation of Papers and Committee Reports”, the first part of which states — 

The President, a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary may present a paper in the course of related 
business or at any time when other business is not before the Council. 

Member, you have been here long enough to know that from time to time, when an opportunity avails in between 
different stages of the day, a minister or a parliamentary secretary or any other member may seek that opportunity 
to table a document. As the Leader of the House has mentioned, we are at the start of the day and the minister has 
until close of business today to table that report. I am sure that if the government has made a commitment, 
hopefully that report will be forthcoming and tabled at some point. I think you have made your point today, but 
I do not think there is a point of order. 
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